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. After last month's record flooding, the Minnesota Department of

Transportation has brought in some new technology to repair
damaged slopes along three major roadways. On Friday, La
Crosse officials visited a work site on Highway 14 in Winona, to
determine if the same technology would help repair Bliss Road.

The technology is called the soil nail launcher, and it works by
driving long nails into the side of a roadway slope to stabilize
the ground, at a speed of 250 miles per hour. The technology
has only been used in the U.S. for six years, and there are only
four soil nail launchers total.

"It's a compressed air cannon based on declassified military
technology," explained Colby Barrett, vice president of Soil Nail
Launcher, Inc. "It shoots 1 1/2 inch diameter, 20 foot long
steel tubes into the ground. "

Public works officials from La Crosse are considering several
methods for repairing Bliss Road. They say if they choose
to employ the soil nail launcher, it would only be on certain
parts of the road.

"Knowing that they were in the area, we just wanted to see it in
operation," said Tony Hutchens of the La Crosse Public Works
department. "Bliss Road has a number of different types of
failures, and some of the areas are similar to [highway 14] and
have potential."

Minnesota Department of transportation engineer Nelrae Succio
said they chose to use the soil nail launcher on highways 14,
61, and 76 in southeastern Minnesota for several reasons,
including cost effectiveness and minimal environmental
disruption.

"This seemed to be one [option] that was less intrusive, we
could get it done in a shorter time frame, and it seemed to be
successful in other parts of the country," said Succio.

"A month after we've left, you wouldn't know the soil launcher
have been there," said Barrett.

Barret says finishing an entire project with the soil nail launcher typically takes four to six
weeks, and usually doesn't require shutting down an entire roadway. In a normal day,
workers can shoot about 100 nails into an area of slope.

"We've actually scheduled for them to come to La Crosse next week, and walk Bliss Road
with us, and see just what they think could work," said Hutchens.

Currently, the La Crosse Public Works Department is working on financing the Bliss Road
project. They're waiting for FEMA to come and estimate the damage, before going to the
city council with their proposal.

£ BOOKMARK w® 20 £7

Unrated
You must be logged in to rate this story. Login or register
Comments
Terms of Use: We welcome your participation in our community. Please keep your
comments civil and on point. You must be at least 13 years of age to post comments. By

submitting a comment, you agree to these Terms of Service
You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login or register

WKBT

http://www.wkbt.com/Global/story.asp?S=7144269

JOB SPOT

Fun in the Sun

CLICK HERE TO ADVERTISE
'YOUR JOB OPENING ON

WKBT / MY NETWORK

M -
() WEB SEARCH BY (0 glc

MARKETPLACE

Keep your kids busy
Healthy picnic ideas
Protection from the sun

10 best national parks
Summer wedding hair guide

LIFESTYLE

Healthlink

Franciscan Skemp
Mayo Health System

Professional,
DIRECTORY

yoat Jetfect

om.e e

~

ADVERTISERS

7/24/09 10:13 AM



Giant Nail Gun is Possible Bliss Road Solution - WKBT La Cro...

Leave a comment

Leave a comment as:

Nickname (required):
Guest

URL:

URL is optional

Send replies to email:
(if provided, email will not be displayed or shared)
email is optional

Comment:

{“submit comment | | Cancel | [More]
(Powered by JS-kit)

(Spam filtering by Akismet)

See all comments
Close window

< WK

om

Giant Nail Gun is Possible Bliss Road Solution

Leave a comment

Leave a comment as:

Nickname (required):
Guest

URL:

URL is optional

Send replies to email:
(if provided, email will not be displayed or shared)
email is optional

Comment:

{"Submit comment | | Cancel | [more]

(Powered by JS-kit)
(Spam filtering by Akismet)

Close window

|/National News
Transcripts: Agents targeted during Hoffa trial
4 in Md. chopper crash had been at charity event

Officials lambast NJ corruption after 44 arrested

20f3

More >>

http://www.wkbt.com/Global/story.asp?S=7144269

7/24/09 10:13 AM



Giant Nail Gun is Possible Bliss Road Solution - WKBT La Cro... http://www.wkbt.com/Global/story.asp?S=7144269

Calif. Senate passes budget-balancing plan

Jurors convict evangelist in sex-crimes trial
Appeals court demands accounting for Indian trusts
GOP Sen. Cornyn to vote against Sotomayor

AP NewsBreak: Sports leagues sue to block betting
2nd cop says they went by book in Gates arrest

Frank defends oversight of Fannie, Freddie

o . All content © Copyright 2004 - 2009, WorldNow and QueenB Television, LLC (WKBT). All Rights Reserved.
% WorldNow For more information on this site, please read our Privacy Policy and Terms of Service.

30f3 7/24/09 10:13 AM



